VAZHAKiNNAM AS A DRAMATIST

vedantic principles.21 The short drama Rukmini consisting of only
two ankas suggests this fact. Rukmini too like Subhadra is a
character that stands common to both the sacred books of
Sanskrit literature - Mahabharata as well as Bhagavatapurana.
The association of the story with Duryodhana and the Pandavas
as given it a place in Mahabharata. Similarly Rukmini who chose
Krishna as her husband becomes a prominent character of the
Bhagavata story. Vazhakunnam's admiration for these treasure
houses of wisdom and culture is evident in his selection of the
themes from them.

About Mahabharata, C. Rajagopalachari's remarks are much
inspiring, "The characters in the epic move with the vitality of real
life. It is difficult to find such vivid portraiture on so ample a
canvas. Bhishma, the perfect knight, the venerable Drona, the
vain but chivalrous Kama, Duryodhana, whose perverse pride is
redeemed by great courage in adversity, the high souled Pandavas
with God like strength as well as power of suffering.... Then there
is great Krishna himself, most energetic of men, whose divinity
scintillates through a cloud of very human characteristics.7922 He
adds, "The characters and incidents of these two itihasas
(Ramayana and Mahabharata) have come to be the raw material
for the works of numerous poets and saints that came later to
write dramas, sing poems and hymns to keep this nation in the

21. Agamananda Swamikal, Foreword, Rukmini, op.cit.. p.ii.

22. C. Rajagopalachari, op.cit., pp.5,6.
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